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Trees Knoxville reaches for a vibrant urban forest within Knoxville and throughout Knox County.  

We are a team of advocates, tree professionals, and volunteers, brought together by our deep 

respect for the beauty and value of trees and the importance of a healthy tree canopy for the 

well-being of our community.   

Our mission is to preserve and increase the urban tree canopy on the private and public land of 

Knoxville and Knox County.  We share the goal of many great cities across the country to grow a 

vital and healthy urban forest.  Trees Knoxville teams with city and county governments and 

engages citizens, civic groups, and businesses to succeed in maintaining and expanding our 

community’s tree canopy.   

Trees Knoxville in its second year continued to establish itself.  Most importantly, we obtained 

501(c)(3) nonprofit status.  Our board both grew and deepened its capacities as a nonprofit 

board through training and practice. 

Our tree planting activities centered around Canopies for Campuses, an initiative to plant trees 

on the grounds of Knox 

County schools needing 

trees, planting 52 trees with 

the help of nearly 100 

volunteers at Christenberry, 

Beaumont, Fulton High, and 

Mooreland Heights schools.  

Pattison Sign Group and the 

Three Rivers Market’s Nurturing Change program financially supported this program.  We also 

obtained a grant from the TN Division of Forestry to plant in 2017 22 street trees in the 

neighborhoods of Londsdale and Parkridge in partnership with the City Urban Forestry Program. 

Trees Knoxville 

launched our Volunteer 

Forester certification 

program.  Forty 

volunteers attended 

weekly sessions to learn 

the basics of tree 

planting and 

management.   These 



trained Volunteer Foresters now work with other Trees Knoxville volunteers in planting events 

and will help with the pruning and management of the trees we have planted. 

In February, Trees Knoxville gave out 1,400 seedlings as part of the Tennessee Environmental 

Council 250K Tree Day. 

In December, more than 75 Knoxville and Knox County residents took home more than 250 trees 

to plant in their yards.   As folks lined up to receive their trees, they received instructions how to 

plant a tree.  Many thanks to the Knoxville Botanical Garden, Alliance for Community Trees and 

CSX Foundation for giving us the opportunity to grow our community's tree canopy.  

We offered our first Tree Walk in August, which encouraged community members to take a 

stroll in a wooded area to hone their tree identification skills. 

Trees Knoxville also advocated for a strong landscaping rules within the City’s parking ordinance.  

We also joined an amicus brief to prevent billboards along interstates. 

Trees Knoxville ended its second year with a great board of directors and a stronger 

organization.  And it became more experienced in truly fulfilling its purpose:  engaging the 

community in planting trees, putting trees into the hands of people and businesses wanting to 

grow trees on their land, and educating people how to plant and care for trees.   

Trees Knoxville Board of Directors 

 

Jim Richards, Patience Melnik, Michael Pauley, David Dunn, Joyce Feld, Kasey Krouse, Louise Gorenflo, 

Ben Nanny, Rachel Beasley, Gordon Corker, Caesar Stair, Mike Perry, Tom Welborn, and David Lee. 

Not pictured – Jim Cortese, Axel Ringe 

 

2017 Donors 
Joyce Feld       Louise Gorenflo   Martha Olson  Tom and Paula Welborn 

Alliance for Community Trees    CSX Foundation    Pattison Sign Group  
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